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¢+ ASSESSMENT OF POTENTIAL PROJECT
EFFECTS ON SPLITTAIL HABITAT




Study Plan Objectives

+ Assess potential project effects on splittail
habitat availability during the splittail
spawning, egg incubation, and initial
rearing period.




Approach

¢ Establish splittail habitat requirements
and analysis period for spawning,
Incubation and initial rearing

¢+ |dentify potential suitable habitat

*




Data Requirements

¢ Literature review to define analysis period
and habitat requirements

* Survey of lower Feather River for potential
suitable habitat (SP-T4)

+ Feather River flow records (USGS)




Study Plan Results

Literature Review
I

¢ February through May period of analysis
for splittail spawning, egg incubation, and
initial rearing

+ Habitat is generally described as
submerged vegetation typically found in
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Feather River Flows vs. Habitat Index
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Feather River Flows vs. Habitat Index
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Results - 21 Year
Period of Record

+ 8 years were described as producing
strong year-classes, which correlated to
high flows in the Feather River

¢ 7 years produced either intermediate or
unknown year-class strengths, which
correlated with intermediate flows in the




Conclusions

+ Relative importance of splittail habitat availability
In the lower Feather River is unknown

¢ Splittail habitat suitable for spawning, egg
Incubation, and initial rearing does exist in the
lower Feather River

+ Relatively long life span, broad environmental
tolerances, and high fecundity of splittail allows




